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Mr. Representative Gooch of the Charlestown, Massa-
chusetts, district, has undertaken, with a few other inter-
ested spirits, to discuss the management of the navy yard,
and has had much to say of the rights of the citizens and
of the naval gentlemen. Wants the civilians to control
the yard. In all matters of conflict between the government
and the mischievous element of the yard, Mr. Gooch sides
against the government. This morning he called on me to
protest against Admiral Smith and the naval management
of the yard. After hearing his complaints I remarked that
the difficulties at that yard were traced mainly to Mr.
Merriam, and antagonisms got up between civilians and
naval officers had their origin with him and his associates.
He wished me to order a restoration of all appointments
in certain departments to Merriam, which I declined, but
told him I would select two masters instead of leaving the
employment of workmen with the Chief Engineer.

May 14, Saturday. Attended the funeral of Colonel
Harris. His death gives embarrassment as to a successor.
The higher class of marine officers are not the men who
can elevate or give efficiency to the corps. To supersede
them will cause much dissatisfaction. Every man who is
over-slaughed and all his friends will be offended with me
for what will be deemed an insult. But there is a duty to
perform.

May 16, Monday. I yesterday took a steamer with a
small company, consisting among others of Postmaster-
General Blair, Senators Doolittle and Grimes, Messrs.
Rice and Griswold of the Naval Committee, Count Rosen
of the Swedish Navy, Mr. Hale (the newly selected Con-
sul-General to Egypt), G. W. Blunt and Assistant Secre-
tary Fox, Commander Wise, Dr. Horwitz, and two or three
others, and went down the Potomac to Belle Plain. The
day was pleasant and the sail charming. We reached
Belle Plain about two P.M. and left a little past five. Is a